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Course Description
This is a required 95-minute course for all first year MFA students (elective for PhD students), introducing various theoretical and methodological approaches to dance pedagogy, as well as a range of topics about teaching in post-secondary education. This course prepares students to teach dance in the university setting, as well as the professional field.
Course Objectives

At the successful completion of the course students will:

· understand a variety of issues about teaching in higher education

· develop a personal teaching philosophy, identity, and methodology

· investigate curriculum at the course, content area, and departmental levels

· identify a range of approaches to dance training

· design and teach studio- and lecture-based dance classes

Course Content and Procedures

This course integrates theory and practice:  theory specifically informs pedagogical practice.   Classes include: readings, discussions, teaching observations, teaching experiences, lesson and syllabus preparation, and presentations by faculty and guests.

Requirements/Evaluation

Active participation in class discussions based on readings
15%

Dance class observations
10%

Studio and Seminar Teaching 
25% 

Documents Portfolio 
50%

Teaching Philosophy Statement

Syllabi 
Grading Scale
94-100

A

90-93

A-

87-89

B+

84-86

B

80-83

B-


77-79

C+

74-76

C

70-73

C-

67-69

D+

60-66

D

Below 60
E

Required Text
(available for purchase at SBX and on class reserve at OSU Music/Dance library)

Bales, Melanie and Rebecca Nettl-Fiol, eds.  The Body Eclectic:  Emerging Practices in Dance Training. Urbana:  University of Illinois Press, 2008.

Topical Outline
WEEK 1
1
Introduction, Observation Tools, Planning

2
(Palmer: “Teaching in Community: A Subject-Centered Education” from Courage to 
Teach)
WEEK 2
1
CONTEMPORARY DANCE TRAINING

(Bales: “Preface”, “Introduction”, 1:“A Dancing Dialectic”, 3: “Training as the Medium through Which”)

2
CLASS CONTENT:  Principles, Skills, Knowledge

WEEK 3

1
CLASS DESIGN: Structure, Sequence, Pacing

CLASS COMMUNICATION: Interaction, Critique
2
SOMATICS AND CONDITIONING
(Bales: pgs 85-87, 7: “Somatics”, 8: “First It Was Dancing”
10: “Teaching Alignment” (Moore: “Body Metaphors”) 

WEEK 4
1
DANCE FORMS OF THE AFRICAN DIASPORA

(Dixon Gottschild:  “First Premises of an Africanist Aesthetic” from Digging the 
Africanist Presence In American Performance)
2
BALLET; SOUND/MUSIC


(Bales 6: “Ballet for the Post-Judson Dancer”)

WEEK 5
1
COMPOSITION/IMPROVISATION

2
GROUP 1 SEMINAR**
WEEK 6

1
DANCE HISTORY/DANCE SURVEY COURSES 
2
GROUP 2 SEMINAR** 
WEEK 7 

1
DANCE HISTORY/DANCE SURVEY COURSES

2
GROUP 3 SEMINAR**
WEEK 8

1
DANCE HISTORY/DANCE SURVEY COURSES

2
GROUP 3 SEMINAR**
WEEK 9
1
COURSE SYLLABI

2
GROUP 4 SEMINAR** 
WEEK TEN

1
TEACHING PHILOSOPHY


(Montell:  “How to Write a Statement of Teaching Philosophy”)

2
CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT


(Risner:  “Dance Education Matters”)

WEEK ELEVEN
1 & 2
Post-Secondary Institutions:  Structure and Operations
1 & 2
Curriculum Development in Dance Programs
WEEK TWELVE
1 & 2
Curriculum Development in Dance Programs
WEEK THIRTEEN
1 & 2
Assessment and Accreditation
WEEK FOURTEEN  

1 & 2
Documents Portfolio presentations
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It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct http://studentlife.osu.edu/csc/.

 

Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.
